
DOTI SANTA FE STREETSCAPE DESIGN

90% PS&E Design Memo

Date: May 8, 2026

Subject: DOTI Santa Fe Streetscape Design – 90% PS&E Design Memo

This Santa Fe Streetscape design memo outlines, by discipline, the items that remain
outstanding, areas where additional decisions or coordination are still required, and
elements that may change between the 90% submittal and final design. The intent of this
document is to provide both the City and prospective Contractors with clear awareness of
the current design status, identify remaining work eƯorts, and highlight potential revisions
that could occur as the project advances from the 90% level to final PS&E.

90% PS&E Bid Tabulation Structure

Purpose: The bid tabulation structure consists of a Base Bid and three Bid Alternates. The
bid tabs are organized to provide the City with a clear distinction between essential
infrastructure improvements (Base Bid) and enhancements to the public realm (Bid
Alternates). The Base Bid and all Bid Alternate components are included in the
accompanying plan sheets.

Following contractor selection, the project team will coordinate with the Business
Improvement District to finalize prioritized quantities, specifically from the Urban Design Bid
Alternate elements. Refer to the outline below to identify what is included in the base bid
and bid alternates.

Base Bid

The Base Bid encompasses the core infrastructure necessary for the Santa Fe Drive project.
This includes:

1. Standard grey concrete flatwork.
2. Roadway construction.
3. Remove and replace existing streetlights.
4. Signage and striping.
5. Utility design.
6. Curb, gutter, and crossing ramps construction.
7. Drainage infrastructure, including Green Infrastructure (GI) facilities—excluding

planting, railing, seating, and irrigation components.
8. Sleeving and valve boxes for future irrigation installations (excluding controllers,



emitters, spray heads, mainlines, valves, and lateral lines).
9. Subsurface structural systems (excluding trees and irrigation components)

Bid Alternates

The Bid Alternates provide enhancements to the public realm and include the following:

1. Signal Improvements
a. Full signal re-builds at 13th Avenue and 14th Avenue.

2. Green Infrastructure/Landscape
a. GI planter railing and seat wall metal bench tops.
b. Planting of shrubs, grasses, and trees in stormwater planters and in at grade

planters.
c. Planting of trees in stormwater planters, structural cells, and at-grade

planters.
d. Full irrigation system installation, including valves, emitters, spray heads,

mainlines, controllers, and lateral lines (sleeving included in base bid)
3. Urban Design Enhancements

a. Installation of benches and bike racks.
b. Pedestrian-scale lighting fixtures.
c. Decorative signage and wayfinding features.
d. Gateway arch construction.
e. Specialized concrete (sandblasting and or integral color).

Bid Tabulation Goals:

By separating the Base Bid from the Bid Alternates, the City will have flexibility to distinguish
and prioritize between core infrastructure needs and public realm upgrades. This structure
ensures that all stakeholders, including the Business Improvement District, are involved in
the prioritization process as the project progresses from 90% to 100% design. By separating
Bid Alternate elements from the Base Bid, changes between 90% and 100% design are more
likely  to  be  limited  to  quantities  of  fixed  vertical  elements  rather  than  impacts  core
infrastructure.

Roadway

Design
The following design items are outstanding and will be addressed/implemented for final
design:

1. Planter Footprint at STA 130+00: Current design shows a pinch point between an
existing patio railing and a proposed planter. This is located at ~STA 130+00. The final



design will either modify the planter footprint or adjust the ramp railing to meet ADA
compliance.

2. Existing Signal Poles: The existing signal poles with mast arms (excluding 13th and
14th Avenues) will remain in their current locations. The project team will analyze the
proposed finished grades to confirm they remain below the existing signal pole bases,
keeping the anchor bolts exposed for future maintenance and/or replacement.

3. Curb Ramps at 6th and 8th Ave: The curb ramps at both 6th and 8th Avenue may need
to be widened to 8 feet to meet Denver Arterial standards. The intent in setting the
ramps at 5’ E/W and 6’ N/S was to maximize available space for trees, urban design
features, and green infrastructure elements.

4. Curb Ramps at 14th: May get a comment from Denver Parks and Recreation that the
ramps  in  the  median  are  required  to  be  8’  wide.  If  nothing  else,  the  ramp  that  is
showing 4’ wide will be updated to a 5’ width.

5. Sidewalk width along Santa Fe: Portions of the proposed sidewalk along Santa Fe fall
within approximately 6 inches of, or directly along, the existing ROW boundary. Prior
to final design, the sidewalk width may be adjusted slightly to provide adequate room
for formwork installation without requiring Temporary Construction Easements
(TCE). The project can be constructed within the existing ROW. See Exhibit A attached
to this memo.

6. Sidewalk  limits  at  6th  and  Santa  Fe  (NW  corner):  Due  to  a  change  in  the  ROW
boundary the back of walk has more flexibility on the NW corner of 6th and Santa Fe.
The limits may extend to help widen the ADA clear path.

7. Design Speed updates along side streets: Design speeds were updated/increased at
9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th Avenues ahead of the 90% submittal. As a result, the
required vertical curve lengths increased, necessitating revisions to the side street
profiles  and intersection grading at  these locations.  In  some cases,  the side street
extents may also need to be extended. A supplemental grading package will be
submitted to document the updated grading and associated intersection details.

8. Denver Water Manhole and Vent at 6th Ave and Santa Fe: The current design identifies
a conflict with the manhole and vent at 6th Avenue and Santa Fe. Through
coordination with Denver Water, it was confirmed that this infrastructure is relatively
new and should ideally remain undisturbed by the proposed improvements. The
project team is currently evaluating design refinements to minimize impacts,
including tightening the curb return radius and modifying the curb ramp



configuration.
9. Multi-disciplinary Review and Refinement: The team will review and refine placement

of curb step, planter walls, sidewalk etc. post 90% to eliminate overlap between
disciplines.

10. RTD Bus Stop at 9th Ave: Length of stop/bumput will be lengthened to accommodate
a 40’ bus. The bumpout/s-curve will extend to the north by about ~15’.

Plans
The following plan/detailing items are outstanding and will be addressed/implemented for
final design:

1. Intersection Details: Grading/detailing at 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th Avenues
will be developed and submitted as a supplemental package to the 5/8/26 full set.

2. Curb Return Profiles: Proposed inlets will be added to the curb return profiles for
awareness.

3. Cross Sections: ROW and driveway callout information will be added to the roadway
cross sections for final design.

4. Roadway Profiles: Super elevation/cross slope information will be added to the
mainline and side street profile sheets for final design.

5. Bus Stop and Driveway Details: Driveway and bus stop detail sheets will be added for
final design. Driveway and bus stop details will be added for.

6. Side Street and Curb Return Alignments: Both side street and curb return alignments
will be refined for final design so that numerical values progress consistently from
small to large moving north along the corridor. Alignment extents will also be adjusted
to reflect the full limits of the side streets.

7. Additional Detail Sheets (as needed): Additional detail sheets will be provided as
needed where we have ramps, patios etc. that protrude into the public ROW. Where
feasible the plan is to maintain existing.

Building ramp between 10th & 11th Avenue (east side of Santa Fe)

8. Raised Crossing at 9th Avenue: Additional grading details for the raised crosswalk at
9th Avenue and Santa Fe will be provided as part of the final design submittal.

Drainage and Green Infrastructure

Design



1. Determine if manholes will need structural design due to shallow depth
2. Refine manhole and inlet structure depth with finalization of roadway grading
3. Refine inlet calculations with finalization of roadway grading
4. Verify hydrologic calculations with the finalization of roadway grading
5. Finalize green infrastructure grading with finalization of roadway grading. Structural

design of LOG walls may require changes depending on grading.
6. Update utility impacts with planter depths

Plans
1. Evaluate whether existing storm pipes can be abandoned in place and flow filled or if

necessary to remove entirely
2. Determine if utility impacts will necessitate Denver Water Plans
3. Layout proposed chase drains that replace existing chase drains in kind
4. Generate O&M plan for each type of LOG
5. Finalize detailing green infrastructure with finalization of roadway and green

infrastructure grading. Structural plans may require updates as well.
6. Update and verify storm sewer plan and profiles to ensure alignment with the utility

matrix and plans

Street and Pedestrian Lighting
1. For final design, the electrical/lighting plans will include power source and meter

information, conduit and pullbox layouts, pedestrian lighting and receptacle details,
one-line diagrams, and associated tabulations.

2. Streetlights located at intersection corners will be coordinated with the traƯic signal
lighting design as part of final design.

3. Outlets currently in conflict with stormwater/GI planters and other miscellaneous
features will be refined during final design.

4. The project specifications will be updated for final design to incorporate the electrical
and lighting information identified above, including:

a. Power source and meter information, conduit and pullbox layouts, pedestrian
lighting and receptacle details, one-line diagrams, and tabulations.

TraƯic Signals
1. Existing traƯic signal cabinets at 8th Ave (SW corner), 10th Ave (SW corner) and 11th

Ave (SW corner) may require being replaced. These locations currently show impacts
with green infrastructure planters and other miscellaneous streetscape design
elements.  The  design  team  will  work  to  try  and  eliminate  these  conflicts  for  final
design to avoid long lead times for cabinets and the added cost to the project. With
that said eliminating all conflicts may not be feasible.

Landscape Architecture (Irrigation & Trees)
1. No outstanding currently.

Streetscape X Plans - Urban Design (includes Pedestrian Lighting) (Dig Studio)
1. Roadway Lighting



a. Final coordination of Xcel-owned roadway lighting and associated impacts to
urban design and landscape architecture layout.

2. Pedestrian Lighting
a. Typical details are included for reference only. Contractor shall include an

allowance for modifications required to meet the final Santa Fe BID pedestrian
lighting fixture selection.

b. District identifier design and locations remain subject to change based on the
final pedestrian lighting fixture selection.

3. Roadway Grading
a. Final coordination of all planters (Streetscape Planters, LOG2, LOG2 Modified,

and LOG5) to meet required grades, including planter width, step-out zone
conditions, fall protection, and related edge conditions.

b. Contractor to allow cost changes for modifications to meet final grading and
design adjustments at the 100%/IFC PS&E Design Submittal, including the
back-of-planter edge condition as it relates to step-out zone width and
functionality.

4. Tie-in to Existing Conditions on Cross-Streets
a. Final coordination is needed to tie into existing cross street conditions, which

may aƯect the overall limits of work.
5. Gateway Feature

a. Two gateway feature concepts are shown in the 90% (Bid) PS&E Submittal.
Preferred concept to be identified with input from Santa Fe BID.

b. Contractor to allow for cost changes for modifications to meet Santa Fe BID
gateway feature selection at 100%/IFC PS&E Design Submittal.

6. Existing Hollywood Stars
b. Evaluate the existing Hollywood Stars embedded in the sidewalk along the

east side of Santa Fe near 10th Avenue to determine their feasibility for
removal and reset. If removal is likely to result in damage, an alternative design
solution will be developed such as new sandblasted stars to reinterpret and
commemorate the original features.

Utility Coordination and Information
1. Denver Water Service Meter (ADA Lids vs traƯic rated) – Lochner to confirm for final

design. Need to make a note of this in the specs under 210 and in the memo.
2. All Utilities

a. Relocation designs and schedules are still being developed.  Schedules for
completion of relocation work noted in specifications are anticipated.

b. Clearance letters are NOT executed.  These are anticipated to be included with
the final plans.

3. Xcel
a. Xcel-E-118.1 – Critical Utility Crossing

i. See specs for special requirements
4. Denver water



a. DWD-W-125.3  –  54”  Conduit  built  in  late  1800s-  Coordinating  with  Denver
Water for shutdown during installation of Storm over water conduit.  No date
set, we are starting conversation for Contractor to assume coordination after
award.

b. May need to replace meter lids with approved sidewalk lids.  Working on
details of that with Denver Water.

5. Comcast
a. COMCAST-FO-104.1 – large fiber ductbank in 11th.  Relocation would take +12

months.  Need to protect in place.


